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At van Niekerk 

Estate Manager

 the Estate Manager
Message from

It is officially spring. Spring immediately 
signals a number of changes to our 
daily routine. It is time to happily say 

goodbye to winter, although it was quite 
friendly this year. Spring is that time of 
the year when one tends to reprogramme 
one’s daily routine. All of a sudden there 
is that extra motivation to go for an early 
morning jog before starting the day’s 
activities, or to take a peaceful stroll in 
the late afternoon through the Estate 
after a long, hard day. There is also activity 
around the gardens, getting the plants 
ready for summer. Among the scholars 
and students there is a sense of urgency 
creeping into their daily programme as 

they start their final preparation for the 
year-end examinations and Mom and 
Dad are hopefully busy planning for the 
December holidays!

At the Estate office we are also starting to 
plan for our last two events for this year. 
We are planning for the second tree plant-
ing day at the end of September, when 
164 trees will be planted along the Eastern 
boundary. All Residents are invited to this 
event. This will bring the total number of 
trees planted in the Estate this year to 471. 
A special word of thanks to Daryl Hardy, 
the Director for Environment, who was the 
driving force behind this big project.

The annual rehabilitation of the Estate 
parks has kicked off. You may have 
noticed the big tipper trucks that 
delivered soil to the Estate. Jason Fick, 
the owner of Garden Creations, the 
HOA garden services, has donated 
approximately 175m3 garden soil to 
our Estate. A special word of thanks to 
Jason for this generous contribution. 
This soil will be used for the trees and 
plants in the parks instead of compost 
as we have done in the past.

The last event will be our annual Fun Day, 
which is scheduled for Saturday morn-
ing, 30 November. There will be lots of fun 
for the kids with Santa paying us a visit. 
Remember to diarize this day.
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Spring greetings from 
the estate office.

The Traffic Calming Development Plan for 
the Estate is still with the Tshwane City 
Council for approval. We will regularly 
update the Members on the progress 
of this project. In the meantime, the 
Tshwane City Council has responded to 
our request to maintain and paint the 
road traffic signs in the Estate. The Coun-
cil has been busy in the Estate since the 
beginning of September.

The CCTV project is delayed by the 
approval of the building plans of 
the North gate guard house by 
the Tshwane City Council and the 
negotiations to secure the proper-
ties between phase one and two 
and the “church” property from 
Irene Land Corporation. Due to 
the delay with this project, the 
HOA Board resolved at the last 
Board meeting that the tender 
for the CCTV project that was 
provisionally awarded to EOH, 
would be withdrawn with im-
mediate effect, and that the 
Board would decide on the 
way forward once the above 
matters have been resolved. 
It is expected that the two 
outstanding matters will 
take some time to finalise. 
However, Members will 
be updated regularly 
on the progress of 
these matters.

The Village Green Park near the post office is nearing completion.  
Residents are invited to have a look at the development in this park. Any 
suggestions regarding the final development of this park will be welcome. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Estate Manager or Daryl Hardy. Your 
participation is always welcome and appreciated. A number of trees have 
also been planted in some of the parks that did not always receive the re-
quired attention. The circle at the North gate was also rehabilitated. Some 
of the plants were planted out to stimulate growth and the older plants 
replaced with new ones. We hope that the circle will achieve its natural 
glory in the weeks ahead.The Estate Management wants to extend a 
word of thanks and appreciation to the following Residents who recently 
donated trees and other plants to the estate:

•	 Mr Bertus and Mrs Ria van der Vyver from Stand 2207,  
who donated a number of garden plants

•	 Mr Dean and Mrs Debbie Chivers from Stand 2231,  
who donated ten (10) trees

•	 Mr Johan and Mrs Susan Visagie from Stand 2383,  
who donated a number of garden plants. 

The fauna in the Estate is looking good at this stage of the year. One of 
our Residents spotted a group of seven Steenbokkies one evening. Both 
the Steenbokkies and the Duikertjies are very shy animals and are mostly 
only spotted at night. Residents are kindly invited to let the estate office 
know when they have spotted them. We try to keep record of the number 
and where they roam and stay. The mating season is over and we hold 
thumbs that we will be blessed with a number of newborn. A special word 
of thanks to Mr Harry and Mrs Lorna Chrissopoulos of Stand 2258, who 
donated R2,000 for fodder for the buck. This donation came in very handy, 
as we went through a very dry summer and winter with a lack of good 
natural veld grass for the buck.

Rule 4.3.2: All labourers or workers as defined 
in these Rules, including gardeners, household 
and domestic workers, painters, tilers, fitters, 
au pairs, drivers, any employees and any con-
tract workers on behalf of a Member or tenant 
shall only be able to access the Property after 
a valid access card or permit was issued to 
such person by the HOA Estate Management 
or designated Security Personnel. Such access 
card or permit must be carried at all times 
whilst the holder thereof is on the Property 
and shall produce same upon the request 
thereof by any Director of the HOA Board, the 
Estate Management or the Security Personnel;

Rule 4.3.4: Members or tenants or any 
person(s) on behalf of a Member or tenant are 
not allowed to provide a ClickOn-access code 
to any employee, worker or labourer to gain 
access onto the Property;

Rule 4.3.5: Members or tenants or any 
person(s) on behalf of a Member or tenant are 
not allowed to drive any worker, employee or 
labourer into or out of the Property. All work-
ers, employees or labourers shall access and 
exit the Property through the turnstiles;

Rule4.3.6: No person shall be allowed to exit 
the Property with goods, without the written 
permission by the Member or tenant of such 
goods. The Estate Management or the Secu-
rity Personnel shall have the right to request 
proof of such written permission, before the 
person is allowed to exit the Property;

Rule 4.4.20: No weapons of any kind or 
description, including any firearm, pellet 
gun, air gun, daisy gun, paintball gun or bow 
and arrow shall be carried around, used or 
discharged on the Property;

Rule 4.4.26: Any Member or tenant or 
person(s) on behalf of a Member or tenant, 
who drives any vehicle at a high speed or reck-
less or negligent or fails to slow down when 
approaching children in the street or fails to 
stop at any stop sign(s) in the Property, shall 
be a safety risk, for which the Member shall be 
held liable with the result of being penalized 
for such transgression in accordance with 
these Rules.

At the AGM on 22 August a number of HOA Rules were amended. 
The following are brought to the attention of all Members.



 the Chairperson of the HOA
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Chairperson

 the Chairperson of the HOA
Message from

Kind regards

Paul Treleven

Paul Treleven

After being elected to the HOA Board 
at the recent AGM, I suddenly find 
myself in the hot seat, having to 

continue with the excellent work of the 
outgoing Chairlady, Jane Grimm. Thankfully, 
Jane has stayed on as a director for the next 
year.

My wife and I have been living in IFV for 
over six years now and my background 
originates in two vastly different fields. I 
served in the military and thereafter in the 
emergency services, holding the rank of 
station commander. I am a qualified flight 
paramedic, SWAT paramedic , rescue diver, 
rescue technician, hazardous material 
technician etc and during my time in the 
emergency services, I was lucky enough to 
have trained and worked with the rescue 
units of FDNY, Chicago Fire Dept, as well as 
LA county and Phoenix FD. Whilst studying 
in the USA, I started doing oil paintings, and 
eventually this hobby developed into my 
current occupation.

In the year ahead, I’d like to oversee the fur-
ther development of the estate, beautifying 
of the parks and also encourage members 
to get involved in the community and par-
ticipate in the activities we have planned. 
At the end of the day, we all benefit from a 
beautiful, well run and sought after estate. 
When all of us purchased our homes in 
IFV, we agreed to abide by the rules of the 
estate, and the new board will ensure that 
the rules are always upheld and enforced 
where need be. We plan on holding our 
biggest and best ever FAMILY DAY on Sat 
30 November. I’d also like to encourage 
members to decorate their homes over the 
festive season and the estate will assist in 
creating the holiday atmosphere.

Some residents within the estate are under 
the impression that the roads within the 
estate don’t fall under the road traffic laws. 
Residents need to know that the roadways 
and pavements within the estate belong 

to the city council, and the laws relating 
to road usage apply within the estate, just 
as they do on any other public road in the 
country. The Metro police are well within 
their rights to conduct law enforcement 
operations within the estate, and we will 
ensure they continue with these operations. 
Over the weekend, I saw a young man rid-
ing a motorcycle without wearing a helmet. 
This is against the law, and the estate will 
take action against such transgressors. My 
wife and I lost our only child to a driver 
under the influence of alcohol and not 
obeying the rules of the road, and I will do 
all I can to prevent this happening to any 
other family within our estate.

For those members who weren’t able to 
attend the AGM, the following resolutions 
were approved:

The proposed cell mast location to the area 
south east of the post-boxes / Village Green 
area was approved. A decision on the look 
and feel of the mast needs to be finalised 
and a survey will be conducted to deter-
mine the exact lack of cell coverage within 
the estate.

The proposal that the HOA drafts its Memo-
randum of Incorporation in accordance with 
the requirements of the Companies Act 71 
of 2008, was approved.

The board has been given a mandate to 
enter into negotiations with ILC to purchase 
properties within the estate to a maximum 
value of R2 million.

Thirty-seven amendments to the rules of 
the estate were approved.

My board of directors for the next year 
consists of the excellent team from the past 
year, and once again I’d like to introduce 
them: 

Mr Willem Richter – Safety and Security. The 

HOA renegotiated the security guarding 
agreement with PROTEA COIN GROUP and 
the new two-year contract came into effect 
on 1 September 2013.

Following the recent veld fire within the 
estate, and the less than desirable response 
from the authorities, we are investigating 
purchasing our own fire-fighting trailer and 
equipment, allowing for an instant response 
to emergencies within the estate. We will be 
requiring volunteers who will receive basic 
training and we hope to operate this system 
as the volunteer fire departments operate 
in the USA.

This same piece of equipment will be uti-
lised to water plants in parks outside of the 
fire season.
 
Mrs Jane Grimm – Communications, Mar-
keting, HR and the establishment of an Eth-
ics and Social responsibility sub committee.

Mr Casper Badenhorst – Estate Aesthet-
ics. Casper will continue in his portfolio and 
with the good work of the last year. He will 
be addressing issues such as unauthorised 
roof-mounted geysers, air conditioner units, 
painted driveways etc, and will ensure that 
all homes comply with the rules under his 
portfolio.

Mr Daryl Hardy – Environment. Daryl has 
done an excellent job in the last year, green-
ing the estate, creating awareness with 
regards to recycling etc. This project will be 
carried forward into 2014 and we ask that 
people with green fingers to please volun-
teer their time to help beautify the estate.

I look forward to serving on the HOA for 
the next year and I invite all residents to get 
involved in the community and to offer your 
time to assist us in running the estate. 
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During September Dean and Claire Venter from Stand 1207 
moved out of the Estate and sent us this letter:

 “Our family will be moving out of Irene Farm  
Villages in September 2013 as a new chapter of our 
lives starts.

Firstly, I would like to congratulate the manage-
ment and administration of Irene Farm Villages on 
an excellent job done.

This has been one of the nicest, well-organised 
estates that we have ever lived in.

The staff has always been friendly, helpful and  
approachable.

 The security staff has been amazing, friendly and 
very professional. 

We felt very safe here and it was so nice to be 
greeted by my name whenever I came through the 
main gates.

Thank you to all the security personnel who work 
long hours to keep us safe.

And lastly a big hug to all our neighbours on  
Honeybush Lane, many of whom are now friends.

For the first time, we felt a sense of community here. 

Our children all played outside together for hours 
on end, riding bikes, playing dress-up and just being 
kids.

We even had a ‘street braai’ a while ago which was 
such great fun.

We wish all the staff, security and residents of Irene 
Farm Villages a great future.
 

Kind Regards
Claire Venter”.
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Protea Coin Site Manager

Best regards
Marchell Galant

Security Manager
082 300 1835

Dear Residents

Marchell Galant 

Please take care of your safety.

Security Tips 
Ensure That:

Email: galantm@proteacoin.co.za  
Cell: 082 300 1835 

•	 That	all	alarm	systems	are	in	a	working	
condition	and	armed	when	not	at	home.

•	 That	all	ground	floor	windows	are	closed.
•	 That	all	vehicles	parked	outside	are	locked.
•	 That	the	windows	of	vehicles	parked	

outside	are	properly	closed.
•	 That	no	valuables	such	as	laptops,	wallets,	

GPS’s,	handbags,	etc	are	left	unattended.	
•	 That	your	domestic	workers	and	garden-

ers	are	registered	at	the	HOA	office.
•	 Know	your	neighbours	and	ask	them	to	

keep	an	eye	on	your	place	if	you	are	away

Firstly I would like to begin by greeting 
each of our Owner / Tenant Residents 
in Irene Farm Villages. 

I have decided to recap here on all that I 
have written before  because it is clear to 
me that many of the Residents in the Estate 
do not read The Villager, or pay attention to 
much of the content in my articles.

I have talked about Residents who drive  
domestic workers and/or gardeners into and 
out of the Estate. I have personally stopped 
and spoken to Residents that were attempt-
ing to drive a domestic worker or gardener 
out of the Estate. I received the reply: “Sorry, 
I didn’t know that I am not allowed to; my 
domestic or gardener will be late for his or 
her transport”. I am sorry, but your excuses 
are not acceptable to me. My job is to make 
sure that each person that enters this Estate 
is screened and accounted for.

I often have to face contractors that are 
stopped by the Security personnel for try-
ing to enter the Estate with ClickOn codes. 
Don’t Residents realise that it is a risk to just 
give out a ClickOn code to someone that 
you don’t know? How do you know who he 
is bringing into the Estate? After an argu-
ment, I often get the excuse: “Sorry, I was 
not aware of your procedures at the Estate 
as it was never explained to me by the per-
son that requested me to come and do the 
job”. We often have contractors that arrive at 
the gate with no ID document, or a copy of 
an ID document. How many Residents know 
that all contractors that enter the Estate 
must have a VALID GREEN ID, or VALID PASS-
PORT document, or even a VALID DRIVER’S 
LICENCE? 

The question that normally comes to my 
mind is why would someone live in a Secu-
rity Estate when you cannot abide by the 
rules of the Estate? Your actions compro-
mise the security not only of yourself, but 
that of the other Residents as well. 

I want to add that I also often receive calls 
from Residents asking if they are allowed to 
do certain things or not. I want to THANK 
those Residents for making sure before they 
act.

About a month ago I received a call from 
the previous Security Manager that used to 
work at Irene Farm Villages. At first I thought 
it was a courtesy call. He then shared with 
me that he had received a call from one 
of the Residents about a security related 
query. I have to say that I am ashamed that 
some of the Residents of Irene Farm Villages 
don’t even know who their Security Man-
ager is. I would like to once again give out 
the EMERGENCY numbers.

For any emergency situation in the Estate, 
please contact the Duty Manager on  
082-838-7779, or you can contact the  
controller in the Guard room on the land 
line 012-662-1688, or their Cell phone  
082-947-7610. In cases of extreme emer-
gencies after hours I can be contacted on 
082 300 1835. I have often received calls 
from Residents after hours and all they 
wanted was to report a situation to the 
guard room. Please take note of these 
numbers and make sure that you make use 
of them appropriately.
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I recently returned from the strangest visit to 
Kenya – strange because I was invited by Kenya 
Airways and the Kenya Tourist Board yet never 

saw any of the country’s famous game reserves – 
Tsavo, Masai-Mara, Amboseli – nor the Rift Valley 
and the lakes.

I saw magnificent lions, leopards 
and cheetahs but all in cages or 
pens.

Maybe the organisers thought 
Kenya’s game reserves receive 
enough exposure – maybe they 
felt a need to show other  
attractions.

The first day was spent visit-
ing Daphne Sheldrick’s Animal 
Orphanage. The orphanage is 
more like an untidy zoo yet fas-
cinating all the same. It has some unusual orphans, 
all with a bitter-sweet story to tell. Some of the 
luckier animals will be re-introduced to the wilds. 
Touchingly, some elephants, even after years and 
years unheard of in the wilds, will suddenly  
re-appear if injured or sick while their wild brethren 
watch nervously from a distance.

James Clarke looks at Kenya, South Africa’s competitor 
for the title ‘The greatest wildlife show on earth’.
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Having read all of Dame Daphne’s books 
and her spellbinding descriptions of the 
intelligence and near-human characteristics 
of elephants, I was disappointed not to have 
met her. Her orphanage abuts Nairobi  
National Park, a small reserve that has 
recorded 400 species of birds – Kenya is a 
birders’ paradise.

We then visited Nairobi Safari Walk, also 
abutting the park. It features a wide and 
sturdy elevated walkway from which one 
looks down on a group of lions, a white 
rhino and other animals – all in their  
separate enclosures.

Then there was the Giraffe Centre where, 
from a high balcony, one can meet giraffes 
eyeball to eyeball and feed them food  
pellets.

We also managed to fit in an elephant or-
phanage where we watched baby elephants 
and sub-adults only 10 metres away being 
fed and then happily wallowing in the mud.

Orphanages aside, we visited Karen Blixen’s 
cottage below the Ngong Hills west of the 
city. Blixen, a Dane, authored many books 
including the classics, Out of Africa, and 
Babette’s Feast. Going from room to room 
one senses the ghosts of Kenya’s wild and 
promiscuous colonial days and the melan-
choly and romance of Blixen’s life.

Kenya’s variety of wild animals is as great if 
not greater than South Africa’s. In fact the 
country is our biggest rival as the world’s 
top wildlife tourist destination. Its variety of 
antelope is fascinating and its birdlife (not 
counting marine birds) is far greater than 
ours. I identified 77 species in five days – not 
bad considering nobody else was interested 
in birds and I couldn’t expect them to stop 
for me to identify them.

A magical highlight happened on the 
fourth day while staying at Mount Kenya 
Safari Club. We made an excursion to the Ol 
Pejeta Conservancy and at last witnessed a 
sample of Kenya’s famed golden grassland 
and glimpsed, for the first time, Grant’s 
and Thomson’s gazelles and the Defasa 
waterbuck and, most splendid of all, the 
reticulated giraffe – so different from our 
species. The reserve was alive with brilliantly 
coloured superb starlings which sometimes 
swarm in the sky wheeling about in unison 
like quelea finches.

Yet here again the emphasis was on taking 
us to a chimpanzee enclosure within the 
conservancy and then a rhino enclosure 

where we were invited to hand feed a blind 
black rhino, while ‘somewhere around’ were 
four of the world’s last seven survivors of 
the northern species of white rhino – which 
we had no time to see.

From the Mount Kenya Safari Club – now a 
luxurious hotel set in park-like grounds rich 
in birdlife – I watched the first rays of thesun 
creep across the face of snow-capped 
Mount Kenya. Even though I was on latitude 
00.00, the Equator, the altitude was 2200m 
and I welcomed the hearth fire in my bed-
room and a hot water bottle.

The club was founded in 1959 by film star, 
William Holden, (he starred in Sunset Boul-
evard, Stalag 17, etc.) and was the watering 
hole for celebrities and big game hunters.

Our last two days were spent in Mombasa 
– a crowded, ramshackle Muslim city where 
we explored 400 year old Fort Jesus – more 
ghosts from the past, this time of ill-starred 
Portuguese colonists, Arabs and slaves.

Our final night was spent grandly dining on 
crayfish aboard an Arab dhow sailing under 
a full moon on a sea as flat as glass.

http://stoeptalk.wordpress.com
www.jamesclarke.co.za

the world’s top 
wildlife tourist  

destination

Nairobi Safari Walk





Financial Statement 

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

August 2013                    Year to Date                YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %

Summary Income Statement 
August 2013

12  •   Issue 9 2013  •  The Villager      



The Villager  • Issue 9  2013  •  13    

Office Address:  Sovereign Drive, Route 21 Corporate Park
Accounting Office Hours: 8:00 to 13:00 Monday to Friday
Office Tel:   082 780 0059
Accounts Email:  accounts@aams.co.za
IFV Accounts:  Winny Boshoff

Account Ability

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Summary Income Statement 
July 2013

July 2013                    Year to Date          YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %
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Successful people save 
in prosperous times so they 
have a financial cushion 

in times of recession. 
~Brian Tracy
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If you would like to advertise in our smalls section, please contact us:  
Tel: 012 662 3505  E-mail: admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za

The smalls are free and exclusive to the 
residents of Irene Farm Villages
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Elizabeth my domestic worker is looking for 
more days to work in the estate, she is already 
working on Monday and Thursday, she is avail-
able on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. She is 
very reliable, her ironing is perfect.
For reference you may contact me on 079 591 
4457 or contact her directly on 0783750266.

Gardener:  Thabiso a reliable & hardworking 
gardener seeking work for Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays &/or Fridays.  His mother works for 
me as a domestic worker and is very reliable and 
hard working. Contact  :– Thabiso 081 880 9962 
or Martha 076 281 4000

Organic produce delivered weekly to your home
Order online at www.terramadresa.com and we 
will deliver organic, pesticide-free produce and 
hormone free, free range meat to your home
0826022882

Specialised kinesiologist  - complementary 
health treatment of pain, depression, trauma, 
stress, diet, allergies. www.gillianoshea.com. 082 
602 2882.

WIRELESS INTERNET IN IRENE FARM VILLAGE!
Starbright IT Solutions can solve all your Internet 
Problems. Contact us today to find out how we 
can help you!
Email info@starbright.co.za or call us on 012 004 
0080.

PHYSIO @ HOME:
Can’t get to the Physio? Is your baby keeping 
you up at night with a stuffy nose and a cough? 
Had surgery and need physio treatment but 
can’t drive? Newborn baby ... but breastfeeding 
is excruciating and the C- Section prevents you 
from getting around? Call for Physio treatment @ 
Home. I come to you. Centurion Only.
Lana 082 458 4393
Registered with HPCSA and BHF for Medical Aid 
claims.

CURTAINS FOR SALE :
13 x drops of 2.6m Beautiful Botsello Curtains 
for Sale. Width varies. Have matching Blinds. All 
blinds and curtains are lined and in excellent con-
dition. Asking Price R7000 for all. Please contact 
Ronel on 0834071122 for further information or 
photos.

LINAH is looking for employment for Tuesdays 
+ Saturdays. She works in the estate the rest of 
the week and is highly recommended. Please 
phone
0794760901

Homemade doggy biscuits 
to keep those tails wagging, 
made with only natural ingre-
dients. R6 per packet. Also 
homemade doggy toys to 
keep them stimulated + busy, 
great for playtime! Prices 
from R10 to R30 each. Please 
phone Lindsay 0832253860 
or e-mail lshelver@gmail.
com 

Petsitting: I care for your pets 
while you are away. I have clients in IFV who can 
provide reference on my quality of pet caring. 
Phone me: 0824485844. Michiel’s PetCare

Rabbit/Chinchilla cage:  For sale, R450.00. 
Michiel Brand 0824485844.

Metal “kaskar”/soap box cart for sale: Come 
and have a look at this unique design of a soap 
box cart for lots of fun.  Offers around R900 will 
be considered.  Michiel Brand 0824485844

Environmentally friendly cleaning products 
Cleaning products that are REALLY safe to use  
Dishwashing liquid, Toilet bowl cleaner, all fabric 
bleach and more.  
Phone Christa for more details @ 0833884736 or 
0126621343

Gardner wanted: I am looking for an experi-
enced and reliable gardener to work at our home 
in Irene Farm Villages one day per week. A week 
day is preferable. Contact Carolyn on 0837124056 
(only residents to call me please).

Afrikaans speaking domestic needed, good with 
kids, cooking skills advantage, possible live in.  
Contact Christa 0833040303

Kids Life Studio presenting Life Skills and EQ 
classes in IFV.  Study skills, tutoring, dealing with 
divorce, sibling success, motivation, confidence, 
bullying  and much more as well as parenting 
and individual coaching and corporate team-
building, contact Christa for more info, or a free 
assessment and consultation.  Christa@equalzeal.
com or 0833040303 or www.kidslifestudio.com

Great News - The best domestic in IFV is becom-
ing available on  October 1st!  Please contact 
Michelle at michelle.thms@gmail.com for a 
personal reference or contact Maggie directly on 
072 224 6112.

Gardener looking for work.  He is with me on 
Thursdays and is a hard worker.  Come and have 
a look at my garden - site 3074, Saffron avenue.  
Phone Suretha 082 359 3575 or Lawrence 078 
798 7902

Rusk pre-mix for sale.  R50, just add butter, 
sugar, buttermilk and eggs.  Makes around 2.7kg 
of rusks.  Delicious and healthy!  Contact Suretha 
at 082 359 3575

Village Training Squad: Join our group an 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for outdoor exercises 
covering all fitness components! Classes given by 
Registered Biokineticist. Phone Etresia 083 3522 
089.

Our domestic worker is available for work on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Christina:  
076 306 0375 

My helper, Betty Mothimunye, is looking for a job 
for Monday and Wednesday. Her contact number 
is: 0793032699. Call 0836310972 for a reference. 

Betroubare huishulp op soek na werk vir Maan-
dae, Woensdae en Vrydae. Werk reeds Dinsdae 
and Donderdae in IFV. Skakel asb Stephina (072 
521 0421) of Marianne (082 850 2921) as verwys-
ing.

Lift club – Pretoria Girls 2014. Transport 
required for daughter grade 9 attending Pretoria 
Girls to IFV, I can drop off in the mornings and / or 
share the cost. Please contact Lynn on 0846 2111 
95 to make arrangements if interested

10111
012 664 8600

079 528 1630

012 662 1688
42831
42832
082 300 1835
082 838 7779
082 947 7610

10177
082 911

012 662 3505/5601
079 525 9281

Tel: 082 780 0059
Fax: 086 671 9798
info@aams.co.za

Police Emergency
Lyttelton Police Station
Pierre van Ryneveld
Community Policing Forum

Security at Gates
Guard House Main Gate (Smart Village): Guard House North Gate (Smart Village) Security Manager
Protea Coin Shift Manager 
Irene Farm Controller 

Fire Emergency
Medical Emergency

Irene Farm Villages:
Estate Office
Estate Manager

Managing Agent:
Account Ability

All Smalls advertisements need to 
be resubmitted EVERY month.
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Jonathan Koen
Cell: 073 206 3877 

www.superiorrealty.co.za 
jonathan@superiorrealty.co.za 

Principal: Nina Antoniou
Agent: Nina Antoniou 

Cell: 082 963 1994
Agent: Simona Mes
Cell: 083 601 5392

Office: 012 667 3692 Fax: 086 617 0516

Principal agent:
 Machelle Henning-Walker

082 789 7888
Fax: 086 614 0153

www.rmrealtors.co.za
E-mail: machelle@rmrealtors.co.za

Principal: Leane Graaff
Agents: Leane Graaff

Cell: 083 457 3184
Office: 012 689 2018

Fax:  086 698 6210
Email: lgestates@absamail.co.za

Principal: S.J. van Wyk
Ansa Swart: 082 461 0465
Jack Koetsier 083 679 2213

Office: 012 667 2167 Fax: 012 667 3566

Principal: Joanie La Grange
Agents: Annetjie Benadie

Annetjie Cell: 082 555 7490
Office: 012 348 1940

Fax: 012 348 1107
annetjie.benadie@leapfrog.co.za

Principal: Retha Schutte
Office:  012 644 8300 
Fax:  012- 664 6790
Agent:  Peter Varrie 
Cell:  082 457 7416 

peter.varrie@pamgolding.co.za
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SMARTPHONESSMARTPHONES
The high and low The world is moving steadily  

towards becoming a smartphone-
connected environment.

The definition of smartphone is a 
mobile device which has an upgrada-
ble operating system (OS). There are 

many flavours of operating systems ranging 
from the current favourite Android (the 
creation of the search engine giant Google), 
iOS, (the Apple platform for the Apple 
iPhone range as well as other devices), 
Windows 8 (from Microsoft) and BlackBerry 
(from Research in Motion). There are  
others currently being developed by various 
Chinese vendors using the Android source 
code, such a Nimbu.

In South Africa, there are already roughly 
19 million smartphones connected and 
functioning. These devices are mainly the 
high end devices such as the Apple iPhone, 
BlackBerry and the Samsung S range. How-
ever, there is a noted shift towards the low 
end of the market with Vodacom announc-
ing an entry level smartphone with a retail 
price of R799. Dubbed the Smart Mini, the 
device offers a 3.5-inch HVGA touchscreen, 2 
megapixel camera, 1GHz processor and 4GB 
storage running Android Jelly Bean 4.1.

THE BATTLE OF THE OSes
In South Africa the current smartphone OS 
leader is Android with 50% of the market, 
led mainly by the Korean manufacturers, 
namely Samsung with their highly popular 
S4 series and the likes of LG. This is followed 
by BlackBerry which has sought to retain 
its existing market share. However, this is 
expected to halve from 30% in 2013 to 15% 
in 2017. Apple’s iPhone is currently a niche 
market with around 6% of the market. This 
will remain a niche product rising to a mere 
10% of the market by 2017. Windows Phone 

will gain some ground rising from 7% mar-
ket share to 12% in 2017, the key devices 
coming from the likes of Nokia and HTC.

The rise of Android in the market will be 
driven by the increased availability of the 
low cost smartphones coupled with the 
growing mobile app ecosystem.

APPS THE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION
One of the key influencers in making the 
decision to purchase a smartphone has 
become the availability of apps or applica-
tions which can be installed on the device. 
The Google Android app store is known as 
Google Play and has over 1 million apps 
with over 50 billion downloads as at July 
2013. While this number may sound impres-
sive the key consideration for potential 
buyers at this stage should be 
that the app store is still 
missing some of the 
major popular apps 
which are avail-
able on the 
Apple iTunes 
app store. 
One of the 
reasons for 
this is that 
develop-
ers regard 
the Apple 
platform as 
a preferred 
platform 
for gaining 
return on the 
publication of 
their apps.

The Apple iTunes store carries around 
900,000 apps. It may be interesting to note 
that the iTunes store may have fewer down-
loads but it has higher revenue than any of 
the other app stores.

Other app stores such as Windows Market-
place trail with 130,000 apps available.

CONSIDERATIONS
Taking all of these issues, mentioned above, 
into account the choice of smartphone 
should be based on the apps that are avail-
able and the apps that will appeal to you, 
the user, and what you will be using these 
apps for. Once you become accustomed to 
using apps, you’ll understand the impor-
tance of making the right choices.
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 a wine label story

Wine label created by Pablo Picasso, 1973

Similarly the Vietti family farming in the 
famed Langhe region in north western Italy 
began their collection of artistic labels in 
1970. Their labels, including lithographs, 
etchings, silkscreens and linocuts, were even 
exhibited at New York’s MOMA in 1996. Each 
varietal and vintage is adorned by its own 
label in exactly the same quantity so that 
once the production runs out, so does the 
label. The first 100 labels were even signed 
by the artist!

Wine label created by Gioex de Micheli, 1974

On home soil the 2008 La Motte Pierneef 
Shiraz Viognier, although not featuring the 
art work on their label, paid homage to 
one of South Africa’s great artists – Jacobus 
Hendrik Pierneef (1886-1957), an old South 
African landscape artist who was mostly in-
spired by the South African Highveld, which 
he painted using geometric structures and 
flat lines.

Since the 1920s Philippe de Rothschild 
(Mouton-Rothschild) ambitiously 
marketed his wine using beautiful 

labels. From time to time he even enlisted 
important artists to create original designs 
to enhance the marketing ability of his 
wines. This became a permanent practice by 
1946 and this tradition was only broken for 
special commemorations. Well known artists 
that have designed for Mouton-Rothschild 
include Andy Warhol, Pablo Picasso,  
Salvador Dali, Braque, Kandinsky and Chagall.

The final finesse on any bottle of wine 
seems to be found in the art of the wine 
label, which often also tells the story of 
the wine, its terroir or vintage. It is almost 
as if the beauty of the label can reflect the 
divinity of the wine inside the bottle. 

These wine labels definitely also suc-
cessfully serve as marketing tools, luring 
consumers towards their products, and 
are generally protected trademarks with 
immense monetary value.

But if Health Minister, Aaron Motsoaledi, 
has his way, all this beauty and marketing 
ability might be abandoned in the near 
future. He has announced that a Bill that 
will restrict alcohol advertising in an effort 
to curb alcohol misuse, will be presented 
to the Cabinet in April 2013. Although his 
Bill will apparently mainly focus on alcohol 
adverts, these restrictions will obviously 
extend to any and all other forms of adver-
tising, including wine labels. In an effort 
to possibly predict and prepare for any 
implications such legislation might bring 
about for the wine industry, the recent 
restrictions to the advertising of tobacco 
products and more specifically the imple-
mentation of so-called plain packaging 
regulations are followed closely.

“Nymphet” wine 
label created by 
Balthus Klossowski 
de Rola

By Marietjie Botes

The La Motte 
Pierneef Shiraz 
Viognier with a 
Pierneef artwork



Australia was 
of the opinion that tobacco 

packaging functioned as “mobile 
billboards” for tobacco products 

(much like wine labels for wine), and 
was the first country to eliminate 
the promotion of tobacco products 
through the design of packaging by 
implementing their Tobacco Plain 
Packaging Act 148 of 2011, ac-
companied by their Trade Marks 
Amendment (Tobacco Plain 
Packaging) Act 149 of 2011on 
1 December 2012. Australia 
was widely criticized as being a 
“nanny” state and that the most 
effective anti-smoking initia-

tives were always multi-faceted. 
Notwithstanding serious doubts 

about the efficacy of plain packaging 
at reducing smoking, New Zealand was 

the second country to follow suit with coun-
tries such as Britain, India and South Africa showing 

increased interest in these developments.

Plain packaging entails prohibiting brand imagery, colours, corporate logos and 
trademarks, and permitting manufacturers only to print the brand in a mandate size, 

font and place, in addition to required health warnings and other legally mandated product 
information such as toxic constituents, tax-paid seals or package content – clearly not leaving 

any room for beautiful artworks or other trademarks on wine labels.

One of the main concerns about plain packaging is the implications in principle for the intellec-
tual property rights of any proprietor when the use of lawfully obtained and registered trademarks 

on lawful goods is prohibited for a class of goods such as the use of an arty wine label on a specific 
vintage or style of wine. If such distinctive elements are removed from packaging, the ability of con-
sumers, retailers and also importantly police, customs and taxation officials to clearly identify genuine 
products is greatly reduced.

Article 20 of the international agreement on Trade Related Aspect of Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS) that sets down minimum standards for many forms of intellectual property, of which South 
Africa is a signatory, stipulates:

“The use of a trademark in the course of trade shall not be unjustifiably encumbered by special require-
ments, such as use with another trademark, use in a special form or use in a manner detrimental to its 
capability to distinguishing the goods or services of one undertaking from those of other undertakings.”

Wine labels are specifically used, not only to market their product, but also to distinguish their 
product from the products of other producers and competitors. The character and quality of any 
wine are determined by the specific climate, soil and location in which the vines are growing, to-
gether with the viticultural practices of the specific wine maker. The origin of the grapes is of such 
importance to the wine’s ultimate quality and marketability that an origin control system has been 
in place for years. Only if 100% of the grapes from which the wine was made come from a demar-
cated area may the wine label use the abbreviation W.O. (Wine of Origin) followed by the name of 
a specific production area such as Stellenbosch or Robertson.

It is thus abundantly clear that any proposed plain packaging regulations pertaining to wine 
labels will greatly confuse consumers with regard to the origin and subsequent quality and style 
of a wine. Wine producers will also no longer be able to effectively distinguish their products from 
competitors or other producers by making use of their registered trademarks in respect of their 
wine labels or other company logo’s. It is then not difficult to see what immense impact such pro-
posed legislation will have on wine sales, as the average consumer will have very little to guide 
him towards his desired wine, which in turn might lead to mere bargain driven decisions.

Although plain packaging legislation is not yet enacted in South Africa, and not specifically in 
respect of wine labels, there are global whisperings and fear that it is only a question of time 
before the strict tobacco regulations will spill over to the alcohol and more specifically the wine 
industry.

Let’s hope that, if such a beastly disaster does endanger our beautiful wine label art, that some 
creative marketer or artist will come up with an even more creative solution – be it in protest 

like Philippe de Rothschild, or just proudly South African!     

Against this background, the 
blank wine label brought out 
by Mouton-Rothschild in pro-
test against the rejection of 
an artwork by French painter, 
Balthus Klossowski de Rola, 
that was destined to appear 
on their wine label, almost 
serves as a foreshadowing of 
plain packaging. Klossowski 
de Rola was commissioned 
in 1993 to submit an original 
design of his choosing. He 
then created a line drawing 
of a nude woman. His art, 
and subsequently the wine 
carrying this wine label, was 
rejected for distribution in 
the United States. In protest, 
Philippe de Rothschild put 
out a blank wine label hon-
ouring Klossowski de Rola’s 
work. No need to say that this 
“advertising” stunt immedi-
ately caught the attention of 
collectors worldwide to the 
absolute economic benefit 
of Mouton-Rothschild and 
to the embarrassment of the 
law.

It is almost as if the beauty 

of the label can reflect the 

divinity of the wine inside 

the bottle.
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BOOK OFF
some  reading time

For more  information about these or any of Random House Struik’s other titles, visit  www.randomstruik.co.za

Book Review

PriceR320The Great Trek -Uncut
By Robin Binckes 

In the early planning stages of Freedom 
Park, Robin Binckes participated as a 
member of the history sub-committee. The 
amount of debate and argument, much of it 
heated, astounded him. 

Practically every event discussed was 
interpreted from diametrically differing 
points of view. One of the most controver-
sial topics was the Great Trek, the 1836 Boer 
exodus from the Cape Colony. 

Traditionally writers on the subject have 
covered the event from a perspective of  
Afrikaner history. However, the Great Trek 

Into the River of Life –  
A Biography of Ian Player
By Graham Linscott

Brother of golfing legend, Gary Player, and an internationally recognised 
environmentalist and conservationist, Ian Player is a man of many facets and con-
tradictions. Not just a ranger, he is a man of culture and the arts, a deep thinker and 
Jungian, an irascible campaigner and a maverick. 

Born in Johannesburg in 1927 and educated at St John’s College, he served with the 
South African forces in Italy in World War II and returned to South Africa at age 19 in 
1946 with no idea of what he wanted to do with his life. He worked in the gold mines 
for a while and in 1950 he pioneered the Duzi Canoe Marathon which runs from Pi-
etermartizburg to Durban – this canoe race now attracts over 2,000 competitors each 
year from around the globe. 

He joined the Natal Parks Board in 1952 and spearheaded Operation Rhino, which  
succeeded in saving the white rhino from extinction. 
He also obtained protected status for the Umfolozi 
and St Lucia Wilderness areas and founded the Wilder-
ness Leadership School during the troubled days of 
apartheid. From 1976 to 1993, he wrote a syndicated 
column, Voice from the Wilderness, for the Daily News. 
His work has been recognised globally and among his 
numerous accolades he has been awarded Knight of 
the Order of the Golden Ark and the Decoration for 
Meritorious Service, the highest civilian decoration in 
this country.

The author, Graham Linscott is a freelance writer 
based in Durban. He has worked in eleven African 
countries and developed a strong interest in conserva-
tion and the environment. He has known Ian Player for 
more than 30 years.

Quick & Easy Toddler  
Recipes 
By Annabel Karmel

Toddler mealtimes can be a 
battleground. And for busy parents, time 
for preparing food is in short supply. 
The UK’s number-one expert on feeding 
children, Annabel Karmel, is on hand to 
help. In this new Quick and Easy book she 
offers 130 recipes that can be rustled up 
in minutes. With an eye on nutritional 
content and appeal for children, as well 
as speediness for hassled mums and 
dads, she solves mealtimes in an instant. 

With plenty of tips and tricks to encour-
age your child to eat, from savoury to 
sweet, for breakfast, snacks, lunch and 
dinner, Annabel’s Quick and Easy Toddler 
Recipes will make for mellow mealtimes.

and the events leading up to it actually 
involved every section of the population 
- Zulu, Sotho, Ndebele, Xhosa, Khoisan, 
Khoikhoi, Coloured, British, English-speaking 
South African and Boer.  This book shows 
that the Afrikaner was, is, and always will be 
an important player in South African society, 
but it shows him as  part of a much bigger 
picture.

Robin Binckes was born in Kokstad in the 
Eastern Cape. He now lives in Johannes-
burg. His business, Spear of the Nation,  
specialises in historical and experiential 
tours that highlight diversity and transfor-
mation in this country.

Compiled by Bev Hermanson

PriceR185

PriceR220
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Dear the Hon/Professor/Dr/Rev/Mr/Mrs/Ms du Toit,

I am writing to you to express our thanks for your more 
than prompt (and perhaps rather over-hasty) reply to our 
latest communication. I will also try to answer some of the 
points you raise.

I will address them, as ever, in order.

Firstly, I must take issue with your description of our last 
communication as a “begging letter”. It might perhaps 
more properly be referred to as a “tax demand”. This is 
how we at the South African Revenue Service offices have 
always, for reasons of accuracy, traditionally referred to 
such documents.

Secondly, your frustration at our adding to the “endless 
stream of crapulent whining and soliciting vomited daily 
into your post box” has been noted. However, whilst I have 
naturally not seen the other letters to which you refer I 
would cautiously suggest that their being from “councils 
run by halfwits, pirate banking houses and Mickey Mouse 
organisations such as Eskom” might indicate that your 
decision to “file them next to the toilet in case of emergen-
cies” is at best a littleill-advised. In common with my own 
organisation, it is unlikely that the senders of these letters 
do see you as “something that needs watering once a day” 
or, come to that, as “some wretched philanthropic founda-
tion”. More likely, they see you as a citizen of South Africa 
with a responsibility to contribute to the upkeep of our 
nation as a whole.

Which brings me to my next point. Whilst there may be 
some spirit of truth in your assertion that the taxes you pay 
“go to shore up the light-fingered, blighted, toppling folly 
that is South Africa’s Public Service”, a moment’s rudimen-
tary calculation ought to disabuse you of the notion that 
the government in any way expects you, personally, to 
“finance for the whole damned ANC-run government with 
its 26 000 BMWs, its family shopping forays in Dubai and 

Singapore and its annual intake of 370 000 cases of 
Johnny Walker Black Label”.

The estimates you provide for the Department of 
Finance’s disbursement of the funds levied by taxation, 
whilst colourful, are, in fairness, a little off the mark.

Less than you seem to imagine is spent on “junkets 
for the brain dead”, “Youth League binge parties” and 
“ cabinet ministers’ overseas holidays”- and far more 
than you have accounted for is allocated to, for exam-
ple, “that crumbling parody of an education system.”

A couple of technical points arising from direct queries:

1. The reason we don’t simply write “Sucker” on the 
envelope has to do with the inadequacies of the postal 
system.

2. You can rest assured that “mercilessly extracting the 
last microgram of marrow from those with nothing 
else to give” has never been considered as a practice 
because the sheer medical logistics involved would 
make it financially unviable.

I trust this has helped.

In the meantime, whilst I would not in any way wish to 
influence your decision one way or the other, I ought 
to point out that even if you did choose to “give up the 
whole corrupt lunatic asylum and go and live in Perth 
with the rest of South Africa’s professional class” you 
would still owe us the money.

Please send it to us within 7 days.
Yours sincerely,
Gapa ka Moka
Customer Care
SARS

By James Clarke
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